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1 About the module 
Aricie.HtmlMapMaker allows you to transform an image into a dynamic HTML map on your 

DotNetNuke portal. 

1.1 Glossary 

 Map: a picture with a name and alternate text. You can add hostpsots and rollover effects to 

the map. Format type: JPEG, GIF, PNG 

 Hotspot: an dynamic region on a map determined by: its shape, an alternate text and 

JavaScript effects (action on mouse hover and click) 

 Shape: your hotspot can be either a rectangle, a circle, a polygon or polyline 

 Points: defined by their coordinates( X, Y) and used to create a hotspot 

1.2 Overview 

The module has several key functionalities that will be detailed further. 

 Add new Map: allows you to create a new map 

 Edit Current Map: allows you to edit the map displayed on screen  

 Add new Hotspot: allows you to create a new Hotspots on a map 

 Import new External Map: allows you to import an html map from an external url 

 Hover effect: allows you to add JavaScript effect to a hotspot on a map 

 

Example N°1: Map of the US 

Here is an example of what you can do with the module: a dynamic map of the US 
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Figure 1: Main map 

When you put your mouse on Texas, the region higlights in pink. When you click the region, you zoom 

on Texas region. 

 

Figure 2: Sub map and hover effect 

 See live demo here  

Example N°2: Company grahic 

Here is another example of application: a company organizational chart. 

 

http://www.aricie.com/Default.aspx?tabid=313&language=en-US
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Figure 3: Organizational chart 

When you hover a box of the chart, the ID card of the corresponding person appears to the right in an 

html template. 

 See live demo here  

Now let’s see how to do that. 

2 Installation 

2.1 Pre requisites 

To install the module on your DotNetNuke site, you need the following: 

1. DotNetNuke 4.8.1 or greater 

2. SQL Server 2000 or greater 

3. File permissions have been set correctly on DotNetNuke, e.g. ASPNET Account on Windows 

Server 2000, Network Service on Windows Server 2003 

4. You have access to an account with “Super User privileges” (typically the host account) 

5. You have access to the Download section on www.aricie.com 

2.2 Install the module 

The Private Assembly is a zip file that contains all of the necessary files for the module. 

Please follow the steps below to install the module PA 

2.2.1 Install the PA 

1. Download Aricie.HtmlMapMaker.XX.XX.XX_Install.zip in the Download section of www.aricie.com 

2. Connect to your DotNetNuke site as Host 

3. Go to Host > Module Definitions 

4. Click Install module 

5. Click on the Browse button and select the Aricie.HTMLMapMaker.XX.XX.XX_Install.zip file 

http://www.aricie.com/Default.aspx?tabid=314&language=en-US
http://www.aricie.com/
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6. Click Install New module 

7. Click Next 

8. Once the module is successfully installed, click Return to the site 

9. Now you are ready to add your module to a page. 

NOTE: If you receive any red errors during installation, please copy and paste them in an email to 

support@aricie.fr 

2.2.2 Install Aricie libraries (required) 

All Aricie modules require some specific libraries to function properly. Please install Aricie.Shared on 

your portal following the same steps as 2.2.1. 

NOTE: Aricie modules won't work without these libraries. Install them like a module on your portal. It’s 

completely free and accessible here: http://www.aricie.com/Default.aspx?tabid=91&language=en-US 

 

2.2.3 Set up the module on a page 

1. Navigate to the page/tab where you would like the module installed. 

2. Select “Aricie.HtmlmapMaker” from the Module drop down menu. 

3. Click the Add button. 

4. You should see something similar to the screen below 

 

Figure 4: Install module on a page 

 That’s it! You’ve just installed HtmlMapMaker on a page of your portal 

 

http://www.aricie.com/Default.aspx?tabid=91&language=en-US
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3 Map Edition 
Specify the main characteristics of a map: background image, alternate text, default hotspot image, 

color, transparency...You can also perform various geometrical transformations on the map, visualize 

and bulk edit hotspots. 

3.1 My first Map 

1. Click Add new map on the module interface 

2. The Map edition form shows up with specific fields 

 

Figure 5: Map edition 

a. Map Name (required): the name given to the map. This field is compulsory as maps 

will be identified by their names. 

b. Map Image (required): specify the path to the image of the map. (you can choose an 

URL or a file from your site) 

NOTE  

Before you create a map, make sure you’ve uploaded the Map image on your website 

 

c. Alternate Text (required): text displayed on mouse over and in browsers which do not 

support images 

3. Click Save and Return 

 That’s it! You’ve just created your first map. 
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Figure 6: My first map 

NOTE: 

Don’t forget to use fast links: Edit Current Map, Add New map, Import external map…. 

 

3.2 Map features 

3.2.1 Default Hotspot Parameters 

These are the default parameters for hotspots of this map. They can be changed in the hotspot edition 

form (see below) 

3.2.2 Map Transformation 

You can apply geometrical transformations as scaling on the image, translation, scaling and rotation on 

the hotspots. 

3.2.3 Import external map 

In that form, you can easily import any html map from the Web. It may be the URL of an external web 

site, an inner file from your file system (html, php, asp...) or a page from your website. In this last case, 

conventional XML Export/Import is recommended. 

You simply need the URL of the page displaying the map. The external map gets parsed and the image 

map is imported in the system where the hotspots and the rendering can easily be edited. 

1. Select the inner map to import to or select a new map 

2. Enter the name of the map to be created 

3. Enter the location of the map in the URL control 
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NOTE: 

If there are several maps on the page, you may optionally enter the name of the map you target. You’ll 

get this name in the "name" attribute of the "map" tag in the html source of the page. Browse the 

html source to retrieve that piece of information. By default, the first map will get imported. 

4. Check Import links to keep the links associated to the areas 

NOTE: 

You may check track and log links if you wish to update the links on the fly to monitor the traffic on 

your map. 

5. Click Preview to visualize the result of the importation 

6. Click Import 

NOTE: 

Before you sniff an html map from a website, make sure you have the authorization to do so by the 

webmaster. 

3.3 Hierarchical maps 

You can add several maps in the same module, and have them linked together. Each map is identified 

by its name. In the map edition form, a drop-down list allows you to easily navigate between maps and 

sub-maps. 

 

 

Figure 7: Navigate between maps 

3.4 Submission/Moderation 

This form is accessible to hotspot submitters with functionalities that can be limited in the module 

settings. When a hotspot is submitted, a text editor enables comments to be emailed to the 

moderators. In return, when approving/rejecting a map, the moderators can leave comments to the 

authors. Unapproved hotspots won't display on the map. 

See Module Settings below for moderation config.
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4 Hotspot Edition 
In that form, you specify the main characteristics of a map area – a.k.a hotspot: its shape, the URL it 

links to, the image and its position within the region, alternate text, color, etc… 

4.1 My first Hotspot 

Now that we’ve created a map, let’s add a hotspot to it. 

1. Click Add new Hotspot 

2. The Hostpot edition form shows up with specific fields. It displays the main map that you can 

draw hostpots on. 

 

Figure 8: Hotspot edition 
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4.1.1 Shape 

Before you draw the hotspot, make sure to choose which shape it has. 

 Rectangle: defined by 2 points: the upper left corner and the lower right one 

 Circle: defined by 2 points: the center and a point of the boundary 

 Polygon: defined by at least 3 point 

 Polyline: defined by at least 2 points. This shape does not exist in html maps. It will get 

replaced by a surrounding polygon 

4.1.2 Alternate text (mandatory) 

Enter the Alternate text (mandatory) to show on mouse over or in browsers that don't support images. 

 In our example, we use a polygon shape to draw Texas. 

1. Select Polygon shape 

2. Click as many points as you need to draw Texas 

NOTE:  

When you draw a region, don’t forget that: 

1 click on the map = 1 point of the region 

More clicks = more points = more precise shape 

Wrong click? Just go to View points section and delete the corresponding point 

3. Put “Texas” in the required Alternate Text section 

4. Click Update 

 

That’s it! You’ve just created Texas hotspot. 

 

Figure 9: My first hotspot 
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NOTE:  

Click Edit Current Map and check that Texas now appears in the Hotspot Grid. 

 

 

4.2 Hotspot features 

Hotspots offer many other custom options. 

4.2.1 Add content 

 Color: choose a color for your hotspot. Default color was set at the map level (see previous 

chapter) 

 Image (optional): choose an image for your hotspot. Default image was set at the map level 

(see previous chapter). The default position – which can be changed – is centered relatively to 

the image and the hotspot's gravity center 

 Text: add some text to your hotspot. You can select size and font color. 

 

Figure 10: Add text to hotspot 

4.2.2 Edit points 

View, edit manually or delete each point of the hotspot in the Points Grid. 

 

Figure 11: Points grid 
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4.2.3 Geometric transformation 

You can play around with a hotspot using geometrical transformations. 

 

Figure 12: Transform a hotspot 

 Translation:  You can translate the whole hotspot by entering a number of pixels (between -

1024 and 1024) and clicking in the corresponding arrow 

 Horizontal and Vertical scaling:  set the scaling of the hotspot 

 Rotation Angle:  you can specify a Custom center of rotation. If none is specified, the default 

center will be the point currently selected (you can click a new empty point on the map to 

easily specify the center) 

NOTE 

To undo some re-positioning, click Cancel in the datagrid. The selected point gets back its original 

position.  

To validate your modifications, click Update 

4.2.4 Action on hotspot 
Perform actions on the hotspot (Add point, Move text or image within the hotspot, move hotspot on 

the map…  

You can then edit the map graphically by choosing one of the following manipulation modes: 

 Add Point: Adds a point at the end of the Points datagrid 

 Select/Update: If no point is selected, selects the closest point to the click, if a point is selected, 

update its position with the new coordinates clicked and unselect the point 

 Select/Move: If no point is selected, selects the closest point to the click. If a point is selected, 

updates its position with the position clicked and keeps the selection for fine positioning 

 New Point: Adds a new point to the map, which can be added afterwards by clicking the add 

point link button 

 Move HS Image: moves the hotspot image within to the hotspot. The relative position is 

defined with reference to the first point and the first vector's length, which keeps the position 

coherent when moving/resizing the hotspot/map. The default position is centered relatively to 

the image and the hotspot's gravity center. 

 Move HotSpot: moves the whole hotspot together – including its image. The move is based on 

its gravity center's position 
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NOTE:  To automatically generate the images shown during the passage of the mouse on a region, click 

“Save”. 

4.3 Interactivity 

Now that your hotspot exists, you can add a JavaScript effect to it.  

4.3.1 On click 

You can select different actions on click: 

 None: to do nothing when you click in the zone 

 Link: allows you to link the hotspot to a page, a file or an external URL 

 Redirect to inner Map: allows you to link the hotspot to an internal map of the module 

 Display Html Content: allows you display html content on click  

NOTE 

It is possible to use the same image “on click” as “on mouse over”. Use the function Copy out the 

image in the On Click section. 

 In our example, we link Texas hotspot to Texas submap. 

1. Click Edit current Map 

2. Click on Texas hotspot 

3. Open Behavior section 

4. Open On Click section 

5. Click Redirect to inner Map 

6. Choose Texas as Internal map and choose _Self  Target 

7. Click Update 

8. Back to the map edition, click Save and Return 

 

Figure 13: Link to submap on click 

 That’s it! Now when you click Texas in the US map, you open the Texas map. 
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4.3.2 On mouse over 

You can select different actions on mouse over: 

 None: to do nothing when you hover the zone 

 Display html content: A rich html editor allows you to display whatever content and position it 

on the map 

o Content Color: Select a specific background color for this content 

o Left alignment and Top alignment:  Left alignment of the content on the page If no 

value is indicated, a default alignment will be set for this content 

o Width and Height: Content width. If no value is indicated, a default alignment will be 

set for this content 

o Over Content Template: Enter here the html template for the over content (must 

contain [Content], which will be replaced by over content at runtime) 

o Auto hide over content: show content only hen mouse is over hotspot 

 In our example, let’s display a picture on mouse over Austin. 

1. Draw a circular hotspot around Austin 

2. Click Update 

3. The Austin hotspot appears on Texas 

 

4. Click on Austin hotspot 

5. Open Behavior> On mouse over section 

6. Add content in the rich html editor 
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Figure 14: Rich text editor 

 

7. Click Update 

8. Back to Map edition, click Save and Return 

NOTE 

The Over content template is completely editable. You can add additional properties to it.  

Don’t forget to check the Auto hide over content button to show content only on mouse over. 

 That’s it! Now when you put your mouse on Austin, a picture shows up on the right hand 

corner. 
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Figure 15: Show content on mouse over 

See Module Settings chapter for Mouse over configuration. 

5 Make more than maps 
HtmlMapMaker creates dynamic html maps out of any image. The applications are multiple! Here’s  

another example of how to create an organizational chart in a few clicks. 

 

Figure 16: Static organizational chart 

  

1. Create a new map called “My company” 

2. Draw a rectangular-shaped hotspot around the box called “President” 

3. Click Update 

4. Edit the hotspot 

5. Open Behavior> On mouse over section 

6. Add content in the rich html editor 
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7. Click Update 

8. Do the same for all hotspots 

9. Back to Map edition, click Save and Return 

 That’s it! You’ve created your organizational chart with ID photos on mouse over. 

 

Figure 17: Dynamic organizational chart 
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6 Settings 
In the module settings, you can specify the main layout parameters of the module, the moderation 

configuration and the type of JavaScript integration to produce rollover effects. 

Click Settings in the module menu. 

 

Figure 18: HtmlMapMaker settings 

The form shows different sections : 

6.1 Main map 

Choose the map to display on page load (in case of multiple maps) 

6.2 Configuration 

In that section, you select the mode/source for the main map. This affects the rendering and the 

performances.  

The image can either be: 

 Original image, called from its original source 

 Cached on webserver for faster access 

 Cache processed Image: image saved in a dedicated folder for faster access. This option can be 

unactivated to diminish the memory usage. 

 Default Image Layout: the display of hotspot features – layout, image, text - in the Edition 

form can be deactivated 
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6.3 Moderation 

 

Figure 19: Moderation settings 

In that section, the administrator of the module can choose to activate moderation. He can choose 

how to handle email notifications.  

If any, the submission emails may be sent to specific email addresses or to all edit role members.  

You can decide whether submitters will choose their own hotspot images or have to use the default 

one. The max number of maps and hotspots to be submitted can also be specified 

6.4 Javascript Settings 

In this section, select the javascript type to apply to maps. 

 

Figure 20: Javascript settings 

The following options are available for JavaScript support: 

 None: No JavaScript support handles map interaction. The areas only display their alt text 

when rolled over 

 Single image: one image displays all the hotspots on mouse over 

 Multiple images: Multiple images show hotspots individually when rolled over  

 Multiple images (recommended):  Instead of dynamically designing the image and relying on 

web caching, this option relies on previously saving the group of images to a temporary folder, 

to improve access time. Images need to be persisted first using the command supplied  

 Custom  File: use a custom JavaScript file. The entry function may use the same arguments as 

the one provided on the original one. There is also the option to use persisted HotSpots 

images 

Mandatory: Type in the name of the custom js file to load (with extension). JavaScript files 

should be placed in the module's "js" folder 

Optional: Type in the name of a function from the custom js file to handle the body_onload 
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event That function will get the same arguments as the function InitImages supplied in the 

“OnMouseSwap.js” file. 

7 Support 
We offer FREE technical support to our customers and anyone interested in evaluating our products. 

Our technical support team is committed to providing superior support service. We will answer 

enquiries within 48 hours max. 

As a general guideline, please contact us on our Support forum: 

http://www.aricie.com/en/resources/support.aspx 

Need an additional feature to the module? Just tell us what you need and we develop the product for 

you.  

 Technical analysis will be within 24 hours. If your request is received on a week-end or holiday 

period, the delay might be within 48 hours 

 Free estimate. If your request is received on a week-end or holiday period, the delay will be 

within 72 hours 

 Have a great Aricie experience with HtmlMapMaker! 

 

http://www.aricie.com/en/resources/support.aspx

